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yawning -with boredom and despairing of finding
anything to do, modern criticism knows and
appreciates his immense work, his intelligent
labours, and the services he rendered to the king-
dom.

On ist October of the same year Louis XV sent
the king of Spain a long missive "written entirely
by himself. This missive, found in the war minis-
try's archives, gives a clear idea of the king's
knowledge, and is quite enough to destroy the
legend of his weakness and lack of understanding
of diplomatic requirements. So I believe, by quot-
ing it in its entirety, I can destroy once more the
biassed accounts which have for so long tarnished
the memory of the Beloved.

Wishing for a rapprochement -with the Court of
Madrid in order to put a check to projects on foot
at Vienna and London, Louis XV cleverly recalled
the bonds uniting the two countries, and the com-
munity of their interests, neglecting no means of
persuasion, and skilfully handling the best chosen
arguments. Here is the whole text of that significant
document:

"My dear brother and friend,

The tender friendship that unites us would not
be such as it must be, and as my heart wishes it
to be, if it did not give us confidence to share
mutually our most intimate feelings, especially in
the circumstances where the question of our
people's happiness is concerned, or the advantages
of our whole house, or the grandeur of our two
monarchies. It is with this in view that I thought it
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